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The Coronet Cinema was originally built in 1936, but due to 
depleting audiences it was left without a purpose for many years. 
As the site is located close to Eltham railway station and at the 
end of a parade of shops, a residential scheme was proposed 
with the support of English Heritage and local resident groups.

The aim of the scheme was to demolish the existing auditorium 
whilst retaining the most architecturally significant part of the 
building – the modernist frontage containing the entrance and 
foyer spaces. A new residential block was proposed to replace 
the auditorium, and wrap the communal residents’ garden. 

The housing is designed over first to fourth floor with either retail 
spaces or secure undercroft car parking at ground level. Living 
spaces and balconies have been provided which overlook a path 
which has been created through the site, linking the Coronet to 
Well Hall Pleasance to bring life and improve security to the area.

The contemporary design respects both the listed cinema 
building, and the neighbouring conservation area by the use of 
a traditional material palette of brick and timber employed in a 
contemporary way. The design reworks 1930s ideas to respect 
the original cinema design, while at the same time embracing 
a fresh and original approach. The replacement building for the 
auditorium refers to both the scale and material of the former 
building, such that the overall composition retains its original 
balance.
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PROPOSED wEST ELEvATION, wELL HALL ROAD

Proposed West Elevation - Mews Street

Proposed West Elevation - Well Hall Road

Proposed East Elevation

Proposed materials include different colour bricks and timber veneer panels
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SITE PLAN
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Following the design concept of the light and dark of cinemas, a 
dark brick has been used on the exterior of the new auditorium 
block to contrast with the white render on the interior. To provide 
texture to the elevations, some parts of the brickwork were 
constructed with alternating projecting courses. This was a device 
commonly employed in the 1930s giving the area of brickwork a 
heavier appearance. This treatment was used selectively across 
some elevations.

THE FEATURE wALL
The communal garden that is enclosed on 3 sides by the new 
housing accommodation sits on the original site of the auditorium. 
This space is terraced to allude to the rows of cinema seats, with 
residential balconies designed to replicate theatre boxes. The wall 
to the end of the terraced garden sits where the original screen 
once stood, so was designed as a feature wall to pay homage 
to this and remind people that they are in the area of the original 
auditorium space.

A lot of thought was put into what image should be recreated onto 
this wall, from “Where’s Sally” starring Gene Gerrard - the first 
movie ever shown at the Coronet, to “Private Eye” starring Eltham’s 
very own Bob Hope. Following a public consultation it became 
clear that the iconic still from the 1939 epic film “Gone with the 
Wind” picturing an on screen embrace between Clark Gable 
and Olivia De Havilland was recognised by most people across 
generations and therefore became the favourite.

The image is created from 3 different colours of brick, with a 
Platinum White, Titanium Grey and Basalt Black from Wienerberger 
achieving the desired palette, with just one colour of natural mortar 
joint from Remix. A partial fill cavity construction was chosen, with 
the drained and ventilated cavity behind reducing the risk of stains, 
growth and frost bite damage to the brickwork that would result 
from the masonry being damper than usual following prolonged 
periods of rainfall.

The feature wall image was brought into Photoshop and pixelated 
before being imported into CAD where the bricks were placed one 
by one to create the desired impact. The positioning of doors and 
windows to this elevation being coordinated with internal layouts 
so as not to obstruct any key parts of the design.

The pressures of programme and budget did not allow for masonry 
to be pulled down and started afresh should the image not look as 
originally intended, so an overall plan was given to the brickwork 
contractors Landmark Brickwork Ltd, that then split the large 
image into smaller sections with each brick being labelled with their 
colour and order of laying. The elevation of the brick wall in which 
the image sits was also designed alongside the structural engineer, 
and at less than 15m it was deemed that no movement joints 
would need to be allowed for.

The result is a stunning image at the heart of this redevelopment. 
This mixed-use scheme gives new life to the Coronet and helps 
regenerate a part of Eltham. By reusing the listed building in an 
imaginative way we have been able to design a scheme which is 
unique, greatly helped by the choice of materials and careful use of 
brickwork.
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ORIGINAL IMAGE

PIXELATED IMAGE
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TYPICAL MODULE SET OUT

wORkING CAD DIAGRAM
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