




Since the founding of the DLA London Studio in 2004, our strategy has been to create the very best 
architecture with our work equally balanced between public and private sectors, with all the cross-
fertilisation advantages that are brought by the interaction between these two work areas.

Over the last decade our design approach has evolved closely with the support of the rest of the DLA 
Design Group as a client-focussed, purposeful and contextual response to the Brief. Our projects have 
a carefully developed narrative so that the design solution is always bespoke, combined with a number 
of other common threads such as in the use of materials, repeated forms and a sensitivity of approach. 
This narrative approach has become central to our work.

After reaching this 10 year milestone, we would like to thank all the clients and consultants as well as 
our staff and the rest of the DLA Design Group who have helped us achieve our Architecture and we 
look forward to working with you all in the future. 

The following pages showcase just 10 of our most successful and innovative projects, there are of 
course many other projects and the selection was difficult.

We hope that you enjoy reading about them.

Christopher Levett   
Director
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The Salt Market : Northwich 

Client:    Northwich Regeneration Partnership
Contract Value:   £16 million
Project Status:  RIBA International Design Competition Winner
Commissioned:  2009

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014





The Salt Market : Northwich 

DLA were awarded unanimous first place from an international field of 112 
entries  to provide a new Community Arts and Cultural Centre for Northwich, 
Cheshire. The scheme proposes a modern version of a covered meeting place, or 
‘Agora’, first identified in Roman times.  The building is presented as a cloister on 
timber supports, but with a substantial part of the space underneath enclosed, 
using a mixture of glazing, render and timber framing, all of which reference the 
local architectural language.  The materials used are natural, locally sourced, 
and offer a cost-effective solution to provide a vibrant and multi-functional 
community space containing theatre, performance & gallery spaces.

Awards :
Winner of RIBA International Design Competition 2009





Left : Site Plan 
Top Right : View across the river
Bottom Right : Plan of Theatre





Long Section

Elevation to Weaver Way





THE Coronet : Eltham

Client:    Cathedral Group PLC / IPRO / Moat 
Contract Value:   £10 million
Project Status:  Ongoing
Commissioned:  2007 - Ongoing

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014



Completed development seen from Well Hall Road



Well Hall Road Elevation

Typical Floor Plan



THE Coronet : Eltham

In 2000, Cathedral Group PLC bought the Coronet Cinema in Eltham, a Grade II listed building. Over many 
years various options for developing the site were proposed, but none were financially viable.  Consequently 
the Coronet stood empty. 

In July 2007 Cathedral Group asked DLA Architecture to develop a high-quality and imaginative mixed-use 
scheme - a scheme to unlock the site - which could be both supported and delivered. In October 2008, 
following extensive consultation with English Heritage and local community groups, Greenwich Planning Board 
voted unanimously to grant consent. The first 3 phases have been completed.





FEATURE WALL

Working Cad DiagramOriginal Image

Typical Module Set OutPixelated Image

Awards :
Winner most innovative redevelopment of an existing 
property : First time buyer readers awards 2013











St John-at-Hackney

Client:    Thornsett Group
Contract Value:   £12 million
Project Status:  Planning Approved
Commissioned:  2011 - Ongoing

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014





St John-at-Hackney

The scheme has been developed in response to the Local Authority 
Area Action Plan, looking closely at the existing site constraints. The 
position of the existing mature trees and the natural urban grain are key 
drivers along with a requirement for improved natural surveillance and 
maintaining key views through the site. 

The proposed buildings are situated around a series of hard and soft 
landscaped squares. The urban square to the north links through to 
Mare Street by a new passage way. Views of the church open up as you 
approach the square. The project received planning consent in May 2014.

Left : 3D Visual
Above : St John at Hackney existing photograph
Top Right : Architectural Model



A mix of residential dwelling types are provided, including one and two bedroom apartments and family 
houses with private gardens, in response to the Local Authority housing needs.

A community/third sector hub building is situated to the north of the site. This building could provide a 
number of different uses including education uses and the relocation of the Scouts, who currently occupy an 
existing building to the south of the site.





‘‘DLA demonstrated a thorough and sensitive understanding of the 
client’s specific brief, and developed an exciting and contemporary 
design, greatly enhancing this area’’
Tony Pritchard , Thornsett Group







Elwood Street : Islington

Client:    London Borough of Islington
Contract Value:   £5 million
Project Status:  Completed
Commissioned:  2009 - 2011

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014





Elwood Street : Islington

The aim of the project was to deliver a ‘flagship’ building that houses the 
‘Children Looked After Service’ for the London Borough of Islington. The new 
building houses many different service areas, the majority of which are front-
facing, delivering services directly to one or more of the following client groups: 
children and young people in need of protection, children and young people 
in care, parents or other relatives, kinship or foster carers, adopters, Islington 
residents interested in becoming foster carers or adoptive parents. 

Professionals from a range of agencies including health, education, the Police, 
children’s centres, etc also frequently use the building. The existing teams are 
were previously sited disparately across the borough, and this project brings 
them together onto one site and houses approximately 180 staff. 



Previous Page : Interior view of the office space 
& façade detail
This Page & Right : Facade details





Right : Communal Courtyard
Top : Perspective view through the vertical voids which assist in the natural 
ventilation strategy
Above : Cross section which illustrates the entrance & voids 











BEAL HIGH SCHOOL

Client:    London Borough of Redbridge
Contract Value:   £17 million
Project Status:  On Site
Commissioned:  2010 - 2014

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014





BEAL HIGH SCHOOL

DLA, in collaboration with Morgan Sindall, were successful in a competitive 
dialogue procurement process with the London Borough of Redbridge to expand 
Beal High School.

The £17 million expansion will comprise general and specialised teaching 
spaces, a learning resource centre, assembly hall and sports hall, creating an 
extra 840 student spaces. 

The new building has been designed to BREEAM Excellent rating and includes 
sustainable features such as rainwater harvesting, photovoltaic cells and a 
combined heat and power plant.

The team were praised for their ability to listen and adapt quickly to changes 
in the brief, resulting in a design that balances a cost effective approach with 
inspiring, creative interior design which reflects the schools specialism of Media 
Arts. 





Top : Sectional view through Gallery, LRC and Pupil Entrance
Left : The BIM models illustrate the coordination of consultant information 
including Structures, M&E and FF&E. The use of BIM on this project assisted the 
tight programme and allowed for design flexibility during the engagement with 
the school.



Top : Model Photographs
Right : 3D Visuals







Orleans School : Twickenham

Client:    London Borough of Richmond upon Thames
Contract Value:   £2 million
Project Status:  Completed
Commissioned:  2009 - 2014

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014





Orleans School : Twickenham

The challenge for Orleans and the design team is to integrate 240 KS2 junior 
pupils into this existing environment, providing the new facilities and play 
spaces they require while retaining and preserving the best of Orleans existing 
outdoor areas. 

The project consists of three phases. Phase 1 includes new reception classrooms 
and improvements to the existing facilities including a hall extension and 
full catering kitchen. Phase 2 provided a new entrance to the school and 
refurbishment of the administration areas. Both Phase 1 and 2 have been 
completed in preparation for Phase 3.

The final phase involved the changing of Orleans from its current 4 Form Entry 
Infant School arrangement to a 2 Form Entry Primary School. This includes 
two new build blocks of four classrooms and a new small hall designed with 
light and airy internal spaces and large openings providing inside/outside 
relationship. The works also included improvements to the existing classrooms 
in the Victorian building providing shared breakout spaces for each classroom, 
a Learning Resource Centre, and Design Technology/Food Science classroom. 
A new sports pitch and improvements to the outdoor area have also been 
provided.





Throughout the project the team have produced design proposals that respect 
the local residential setting, designing sensitive but contemporary buildings 
with modern day teaching facilities. The design team have worked closely with 
the staff, governors and the Local Authority developing the proposals to suit the 
schools needs against an evolving background of changing pupil place allocation 
requirements shared with other local schools. 

The project met the BREEAM target of Very Good and provides a 20% reduction 
in CO2 by a combination of renewable technologies, Air Source Heat Pumps and 
Photovoltaic Panels. 

Far Left : Site Plan
Top : Concept Sketch
Left : Internal photograph



Bespoke Furniture Design

Awards :
Winner of British Council for School Environments : 
Excellence in Design for Teaching and Learning: Small 
Projects (Refurbishment)
Winner of British Council for School Environments : 
Excellence in Design for Interiors







Oaklands College

Client:    Oaklands College St Albans Campus
Contract Value:   £52 million
Project Status:  Planning
Commissioned:  2012 - Ongoing

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014



Top : Aerial perspective sketch of the College campus
Right : 3D Visual of the General Teaching Block
Following Page : 3D Visual of the Construction & Engineering Block



Oaklands College

Oaklands College is a further education college set within an agricultural setting on the edge of St Albans. 
Currently comprising a number of outdated buildings, our design proposal is to replace these through a 
phased masterplan to provide a variety of new buildings:

• The Homestead – 80 bedroom residential accommodation 
• The General Teaching Building – new science laboratories, flexible teaching and learning spaces for a 

range of vocational and A Level Courses
• The Gateway Building – a new student centre as well as the college’s main reception, LRC and 

management offices
• The Construction and Engineering Building – new modern industry standard workshops
• The Sports Pavilion – new facilities for students and the local community
• The Nursery – a new children’s nursery









Far Left : Campus Masterplan
Top : 3D visual of the Homestead Student 
Accommodation
Left : 3D aerial view of the  masterplan 
proposals









South Grove : Walthamstow

Client:    South Grove Regeneration Walthamstow
Contract Value:   £57 million
Project Status:  Planning Approved
Commissioned:  2012 - Ongoing

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014



South Grove : Walthamstow

This mixed use development is an iconic hub, which brings presence by creating an interactive space that encourages community 
involvement and is responsive in design. The scheme comprises 245 residential units situated around a landscaped podium, 25% of which 
are affordable units. Beneath this is 33,350sqft of non-food retail space, 70,000sqft of food retail space and 325 car parking spaces.

The retail element is accessed via a shared travelator on South Grove encouraging linked shopping trips and providing active frontage at 
ground level. The large format food unit is positioned towards the western edge of the site due to its critical dimensions, with the non-food 
being placed to the east. The curved façade relates back to the geometry of the street.     

Positive comments and feedback from local people, stakeholders, Waltham Forest and the GLA have been received and incorporated into the 
scheme design which is in accordance with London Housing Design Guide and will meet Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4 and BREEAM 
Very Good. The scheme received planning approval in December 2013. 



View from pocket park





‘‘The scheme is striking in its architectural approach…designed to 
create a balanced composition’’
Planning Officers , Waltham Forest

Design Concept Carpark Design Concept Garden 

Design Concept Residential Design Concept Store

Far Left : View from South Grove
Left : Proposed materials  - cream brick and 
bronze cladding









bullion ROOM : Hackney

Client:    Thornsett Group
Contract Value:   £4.5 million
Project Status:  Completed
Commissioned:  2007 - 2012

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014





bullion ROOM : Hackney

The project provides a new multi-use workshop and studio spaces to the rear of 
the Hackney Empire site, designed to enable the theatre to develop community 
and youth theatre events as well as its flagship artist development programme. 
In addition the project includes 22 new apartments provided at upper level 
along with three new mews houses.



Wilton Way

Sylvester 
Path



The proposal is the result of three years work with Hackney Empire, 
during which DLA produced design options and assisted in identifying 
a development partner. The development is a great boost to the area, 
providing the local community with a brand new resource while making a 
significant contribution to the theatre’s financial position. Affordable housing 
is provided at a lower rate than usual, in recognition of the many other 
community benefits the scheme will bring.

Left : Layout Plan
Top Centre : Sketch view from Sylvester Path
Top Right : Photograph from Sylvester Path

Sylvester 
Path





Top Left : East Elevation, Sylvester Path
Top Right : South Elevation, Wilton Way
Bottom Right : 3D Proposed Visual
Bottom Centre : Completed photographs





The Market Hall,  
Borough Market : London 

Client:    The Trustees of Borough Market
Project Status:  Completed
Commissioned:  2009

Project Timeline

2004 2005 20102006 20112007 20122008 20132009 2014





The Market Hall, Borough 
Market : London 

DLA have transformed a pocket of Southwark into a new city garden and 
gathering space for Borough Market through the refurbishment of The Market 
Hall.

Borough Market was established in 1754 and is London’s oldest food Market. 
With its roots based firmly in the local community, an Act of Parliament stated 
that Borough Market should remain ‘’an estate for the use and benefit of the 
local community forever’’. The Market Hall strengthens this Act by promoting 
food education and sustainability, whilst engaging the local community. 

DLA have worked with the Trustees of Borough Market to achieve this 
through the development of the brief and a series of distinctive architectural 
interventions including a vertical herb garden, scented planter seating, a mobile 
olive orchard, hop planters, a demonstration kitchen and a CNC engineered 
timber cladding design which represents the Market through the four seasons.

Left : 3D Visual of the Market Hall



MORNING:
COMMUNITY FORUM...

MORNING:
An educational forum hosting activities to engage 
with the local community and to express all 
aspects of the Market.

LUNCHTIME
A place within the Market to accomodate 
lunchtime visitors including the increase in 
footfall anticipated from the Shard.

EVENING
The Borough Market venue. A place for the 
Market to stage season related activities or an 
space for external events.

LUNCHTIME:
A PLACE TO EAT...

EVENING:
EVENT SPACE...

Programmatic and DESIGN development



The images above illustrate the development of the pendant lighting from sketch elevation 
through to the installed design.

The design development of the planter trader seating is illustrated above from the initial concept
sketch, to working drawings and a detail photograph of the completed design.

The early design proposals for the CNC engineered timber cladding are shown above along with a 
detail of the completed design.





Located opposite London Bridge Station and the Shard, the Market Hall is a piece of urban design which for the first 
time in the Market’s rich history stitches together the existing Market and Borough High Street, whilst providing a 
frontage where Market activities will be visible and education events promoted. 

Locals and visitors to Borough Market will now be greeted with an ever changing calendar of events and activities 
throughout the day and year. The flexible community hall will function as a public square, garden, education space and 
dining room. Top : Plan of the Market Hall

Left : Fabrication & Construction 
photographs 







SELECTED FURTHER PROJECTS :

Mount St Mary’s : Leeds
Year 2006

Clapham One : London
Year 2009

Bullion Room : Hackney 
Year 2007

The White Cottages : London
Year 2008 - 2012

Chanel UK Headquarters : London
Year 2006

The Market Hall, Borough Market
Year 2009 - 2013

The Borough Market Food School
Year 2006

Echo Central : Leeds
Year 2007

De Montfort University : Leicester
Year 2008

Tinsley Towers : Sheffield
Year 2007

The Coronet : Eltham
Year 2007 - Ongoing

Morecambe Fusion
Year 2005

Princes Dock : Liverpool
Year 2004

The Orrery : Leicester
Year 2005

Savill Court Hotel : Windsor
Year 2005

Parachute Pavilion : Coney Island
Year 2004



Commercial Road : Tower Hamlets
Year 2009

Whitehall : London
Year 2006

Elwood Street : Islington 
Year 2009

1-2 St John’s Path : London 
Year 2008

Science Park : Nottingham
Year 2006

Greenfields School : Maidstone
Year 2007

Orleans School : Twickenham
Year 2009 - 2014

Amersham  College 
Year 2006

Wycombe College
Year 2006

Dreamland : Margate
Year 2008 - 2010

1-4 Stoney Street : London
Year 2008

Hampton Childrens Centre 
Year 2009

The Grove : Eltham
Year 1998 - 2014

Carnival HQ : Southampton 
Year 2005

Regents Park Road : London
Year 2005

The Limes : Ascot
Year 2005



South Kilburn
Year 2012

South Grove : Walthamstow 
Year 2012 - Ongoing

Portsoken House, EC3
Year 2013

17 Grosvenor Hill, W1 
Year 2013

St Andrews House : City of London
Year 2012

South Ruislip : London
Year 2013

West Herts College
Year 2012

St John-at-Hackney  
Year 2011

St Mary’s & St Peter’s Primary School
Year 2010

Beal High School
Year 2010

The Salt Market : Northwich 
Year 2009

Oaklands College
Year 2012
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